COM 399 Media and Environment Final
Fall 2008, Prof. Lopez
Due by Midnight, Friday, Dec. 12 via email (teacher@worldbridgermedia.com)

Films: Lord of the Rings, Planet Earth, Blue Planet, Into the Wild, Winged Migration, Koyaanisqatsi, Future of Food, Japanese anime, and any films you have seen outside of class that are relevant (especially ones referenced by Cubitt).
Readings: Eco Media (Cubitt), Understanding Comics (McCloud), Unspun (Jackson & Jamison), Letter to President Elect (Pollan), Green Marketing Manifesto (Grant), “In Service to Gaia” (Harding), Global Requiem (Miles).
Terms: Umwelt, sublime, techne, postmodernism, Genius loci (“spirit of place”), anthropomorphism (making animals into humans) vs.  zoomorphism (making humans into animals), CGI (computer generated imagery),  embedded vs. disembedded, unspun techniques, ecotopia, dystopia, documentary, green washing (unspun), green marketing (Grant), deep ecology (Harding), steady state economics (Harding).

Details: There is no need to quote the text. Try to use your own words. Short answers should take one or two paragraphs. Longer answers should be more in-depth, length is unimportant, but you don’t need to write a book (in other words, you don’t have to write a ten page final). Please type and double-space.
Short answers (five points each):

1) How does Lord of the Rings address the gap between ecotopia and industrial technology?

2) How would you explain the claim that all “blockbuster” films are environmental? Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

3) Some believe film/information economy is environmentally neutral because it doesn’t exploit land or natural resources. What do you think?

4) Can film invoke the sublime?

5) Compare Into the Wild and the car commercials we looked at during the first half of the semester. What are differences and similarities? 

Longer Answers (15 points each):

1) Environmental media presents us with a contradiction: media distances us from nature, but we ask for media and film to bring us closer. According to Cubitt, how is this contraction resolved, if at all?  You can refer to any of the films on the list to make your point.

2) The makers of Winged Migration called their film a “nature story” as opposed to a documentary. What do you think the difference is? Consider Brazen’s statement, “Only realism can be achieved through artifice.” What is film “realism” in the context of nature?

3) According to Cubitt, cartooning is our effort to bridge different realms of communication—human and animal. Is it possible? Do we succeed? Umwelt is the selfworld of an animal (including humans). Can film bridge human perception with that of animals? If a lions could talk, could we understand each other?

4) “Green marketing is mostly about making (breakthrough) green stuff normal — and not about making normal stuff seem green” (Gtsmy, p.56). John Grant argues the best green marketing is not about image. He sites the trend towards less image, and more service (Google, Amazon, Ebay, Skype). Given that media is primarily image-based, is it possible to achieve the goal proposed by Grant? Is there a way for media to be green without explicitly claiming to be “green”? Finally, according to Grant, what is the difference between greenwashing and green marketing?

5) In his letter to the President Elect, Michael Pollan decries the monoculturalization of American agriculture. Vandana Shiva correlates agricultural monoculture with mental monoculture. What is the connection between monoculture of land and monoculture of the mind? What role do media play in this relationship? Consider how Pollan’s thinking is based on “systems”—making connections between different aspects of the economy (oil, fast food) with agriculture, and the issues discussed in the Future of Food. Pollan doesn’t address media, so write some suggestions that covers media to supplement his proposal.

Extra Credit (five points):

In “Global Requiem” Jack Miles argues that humanity is an endangered species, and calls for art, science and religion to come to terms with the potential for species death.  Do you agree with his assessment? Harding’s call for Deep Ecology is meant to address this problem. Is there anything useful from this class that you can take home to change this outcome? Is there any specific action that you plan to take?
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